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College: McMicken College of Arts and Sciences

Major: Journalism
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Thematic Area (choose only one): Global Studies
Expected Project Start Date: March 14, 2015
Expected Project End Date: March 21, 2015
Project Information
1. Provide a detailed abstract of your proposed honors experiential learning project. 
On this alternative spring break trip, I will be traveling with Serve Beyond Cincinnati to Port-au-Prince, Haiti in order to help build a house for a local family along with painting rooms at an orphanage. My goal while on this project is to gain a better understanding of the culture in Haiti, and to learn the story of the family who we are building the house for. I hope to have learned enough Creole by the time I leave to be able to hold a good conversation, thus allowing me to directly communicate instead of having to go through a translator. This project is very personally meaningful to me because I went to Haiti as a junior in high school, and have been dying to go back ever since. Haiti really changed my outlook on life, and made me appreciate the chance I have at education, and that I can worry about issues other than how to put food on the table that night. However, when I went in high school, I did not know anyone on the trip. They all went to my church, but with the exception of one girl who was younger than me, they were all young and married. This made it somewhat hard to connect with the people I was working with, and it also means I haven’t really kept in touch with them since we returned. This is really a shame, because sometimes I have a funny memory, or something I want to share, and an international service trip is not something that you can easily explain to someone who was not there. Going with UC students would make an already wonderful experience even better, because they would be my age and thus easier to connect with. It’s also a great option because the meetings prior to the trip will allow me to meet the people I’ll be working with, and establish a relationship before we leave. 
The itinerary is not written in stone, because oftentimes supplies arrive late, or there are misunderstandings on what time something is supposed to start. However, the planned itinerary is as follows: 

March 14: 8 a.m. flight from CVG airport to Atlanta. In Atlanta there’s a 2 hour layover before flying to Port-au-Prince, Haiti. We will arrive in Haiti around 2 p.m. and spend the rest of the day unpacking, getting briefed on what is upcoming in the week, going to the worksite to see where we will be working, and getting to know the group better.

March 15: Arrive at worksite at 8 a.m. Demolish previous house and clear the area in order to begin construction of new home. On work site from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

March 16: Arrive at worksite at 8 a.m. Lay concrete foundation of new house. Only on worksite until 3 p.m. in order to allow the concrete to dry. Head to orphanage from 3:30 – 7 p.m. to help feed the kids dinner, play with them, and put primer on the walls in order to paint them the next day.

March 17: Arrive at worksite at 8 a.m. Complete concrete foundation. Finish at 3 and go to the orphanage from 3:30 - 7 p.m. Help feed the kids dinner again along with playing with them, and paint first bedroom.

March 18: Arrive on the worksite at 8 a.m. Begin to lay the first cement blocks of the home, working until 4 p.m. At the orphanage from 4:30 – 7:30 to play and feed the children, and paint the second bedroom. 
March 19: Work on building trusses for the home from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. and then lay more blocks from 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. Visit orphanage from 5:30 – 7:30, taking several coloring books and other toys to leave with the children to keep. Finish any painting touch-ups, but mostly focus on spending time with the children. 

March 20: Arrive at the worksite at 8 a.m. and work on the house until 2 p.m. From 2:30 – 7 we will go sightseeing in order to appreciate the “beautiful” aspect of Haiti. Pack suitcases after dinner.
March 21: Flight departs from Port-au-Prince to Atlanta at 9 a.m., with a 3 hour layover in Atlanta. From there, we fly back to CVG, and should be back in Cincinnati around 4 p.m.

The evenings are left free in order for us to be able to discuss the day’s events in a group setting, or to ask any questions we may have had. 
Prior to departure, I will have already spent a lot of time preparing for the trip. I plan to read several books about Haiti and the language in order to have a better understanding of the country as a whole before returning. When I went to Haiti the first time, I really had no idea what I getting myself in to. While I believe I would have been culture-shocked anyways, research could have definitely benefitted me. Being on the trip is 8 total days, with 6 of those being work days. After returning, I will continue to reflect and disseminate by posting pictures and stories on my own personal blog along with sending them to other publications in order to spread the word about Serve Beyond Cincinnati. Overall, I will have spent well over 90 hours on this project (the trip itself is about 190 hours) between preparing to leave and finishing my dissemination.  
Clearly and thoroughly address how each of the following elements will be exhibited in your work:

2. Connection to Learning Outcomes within the Honors Thematic Area (identified above) 
This trip connects with several of the learning outcomes in the Global Studies Theme:

Possess global literacy, including knowledge of geography, history, current world issues and similarities and differences among cultures.


My project relates to this theme because before departure, I am going to read several books on the history of Haiti, giving me a better understanding of the background and how they got to the point they are at today. I am also going to learn a bit of the language, thus allowing me to converse with local people, increasing my awareness of our similarities and differences. Simply being immersed in another culture for a week would help me realize these differences also.

Interact with individuals from different cultures and express a sensitivity, appreciation and respect for the complex range of experiences of diverse people. 

This theme correlates to my project specifically through my plans to speak to locals and get their stories in order to produce a compilation of my time in Haiti. I have been told that I am a great listener throughout my life, and I have confidence that although there are barriers such as language and culture, I will be able to genuinely express sensitivity and care for these people’s stories and lives.
3. Connection to Goals and Academic Theories (include reference list, as appropriate)
A. This project contributes to my professional goals because as a journalist, I will need to be able to collect people’s stories and opinions in a genuine way, and oftentimes there will be cultural barriers between us. Creating this project that is not due to an editor or my job is not dependent on is a great way to get my feet wet without risking everything. It also connects with my personal goals, because I love service. The feeling I get after doing service is completely different than I get after doing anything else. I hope to continue this throughout the rest of my life, both internationally and domestically. 
B. There are several books I will read to prepare myself for this trip. 

Haitian Creole Phrasebook by Jowel C. Laguerre, Cecile Accilien. This book will allow me to learn common phrases and help my communication skills immensely. This type of book is more helpful than a simple dictionary because it teaches full phrases instead of individual words. 


Haiti: The Aftershocks of History by Laurent Dubois. This book explains the background of the country, from how they are the only successful slave revolution in the world to why it’s still so corrupted today. Reading this book will give me great context for my project. The roots of Haiti’s independence have influenced a lot of the modern decisions made there, so it is important to understand each timeline.   

4. Initiative, Independence, and/or Creativity
My unique contribution to this trip is that I have already been to Haiti once, so I understand the type of work that is done, and I will be less culture-shocked this time since I have experienced it before. Being more comfortable will allow me to help my peers who may be struggling with the change like I did the first time. I would love to help someone else feel comfortable in the country that I ended up loving. My personal initiative and creativity, however, relate to my major. During the evening free time, or during lunch breaks, I am going to talk to the locals, the Haitians that are working with us, and also the family who is receiving the house, and learn their story. I will to find out what they want the rest of the world to know about their country, and after I return I will turn these stories into a short series that I will put on a personal blog as well as pitching the idea to UC’s newspaper and several local publications both in Cincinnati and my hometown. 
5. Reflection

During my time in Haiti, I plan on doing quite a bit of reflecting. This will be done through photos and a journal. Before I leave, I will write down the doubts I have as well as what I’m excited for. I am going to pinpoint what I think will be different from the first time I went. I will reflect upon the entire day as a whole each evening, and every day I will respond to the questions: Did anyone or anything change you today? What made you uncomfortable and why? How did you get over it? These questions are especially crucial on this type of trip because there is so much going on and the trip is short. Lots of things are liable to cause discomfort during travel, but being able to deal with it and move on is crucial, and understanding how you did it (or didn’t do it) once is immensely helpful when in that situation later. 
6. Dissemination
Because I’ll be pitching my story to publications, that will be part of my dissemination. While the audience is broad, especially if it is not published in UC’s student newspaper, I think that is a good thing. When one person does something inspiring with their life, others will feel motivated. Sharing the stories of the people I meet on this trip, and how they changed me, is important for everyone and anyone to hear, because we are all global citizens. Along with this, I will put my pieces on the Serve Beyond Cincinnati website; this is especially relevant because anyone who is on the site will be able to read about my experience, and hopefully that will convince them they want to be part of something this life changing, also.  
7. Project Advisor(s) 
My project advisor will be Sarah Shaferly. She led the trip I took in high school, lived in Haiti for several years working as a missionary, and is fluent in Creole. She is incredibly easy to talk to and would be an enormous help to me on this project. She will be able to help me learn the language as well as what is culturally acceptable, thus making it far easier to talk to locals. She helped me a lot on my first trip when I was feeling uncomfortable or homesick, and I know she’ll prepare me for this one, too. 
sshaferly@gmail.com
(567) 353-8916

8. Budget (if applicable)

The cost for this trip is $1,900 and includes airfare, living expenses, supplies, transportation and all food. I am 



Asking honors to fund $1,000 of this trip so that I can more easily afford to go. While the price covers everything, 
it is still a hefty fee on top of my schooling bill. If the university will cover $1,000 I am confident that I can make 
the other $900 in order to be able to attend this trip. 
